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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

706•400•2988

Private ride, professional photographer,  
s’mores and hot cocoa by camp fire. 
Add’l riders $45. Advance reservations required 

90 min guided horseback 
trail ride for 2 ~ $90 

Valentine Trail Ride 
��February 11 & 12  �

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

b u r g e r s  &  s o u t h e r n  e a t s

‘

Winter Hours:  
Monday - Saturday 11AM-9PM 

Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from 

the Square, across from City Hall

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults 

Let us service your hearing devices 
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Impact Design, Inc.
Owner, LuAnn Head

307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

Head Shots Hair Salon
307 Cleveland Street, Blairsville, GA
Taylor Shook 

Robertson
706-994-6659

Gene
Cooley

706-897-0269
Specializing in:

Manicures, Pedicures, Acrylic, Gel Polish, 
Women’s & Men’s Cuts, Color, Foiling, 

High/Low Lights, Perms, Brazilian Blowout
 & Keratin Treatments
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Relay...from Page 1A

McGraw, one of the Union 
County Relay organizers. “I 
think the sponsorship money 
is ahead of where we were 
last year.”

Union County Relay 
will be doing a Memorial 
Program on March 26 at the 
United Community Bank, 
another important sponsor of 
Relay For Life.

“That’s where people 
have donated monies in 
particular as a memorial, and 
we invite their families to 
come and have a ceremony,” 
said McGraw. “It’s a good time 
for the families to get back 
together and remember their 
loved one.”

The Memorial Program 
actually predates Relay in 
Union County, but it has 
become a part of Relay and its 
fight to end cancer.

There will be another 
team meeting on March 9 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Blairsville 
Civic Center.

“We always want more 
teams, and if people just want 
to volunteer to help in some 
way, that’s fine – we’ll find a 

job for them,” said McGraw. 
“If they have the desire to want 
to help people fighting cancer, 
we’ll find them a job.”

Added McGraw: “We’re 
making progress. We have lots 
of survivors, and we always 
celebrate our survivors. We 
celebrate our caregivers, and 
we always want to honor and 
remember those who fought 
the good fight.

“That’s the whole gist 
of what Relay is, and it’s 
just a time for us to do the 
things that need to be done in 
our community to help folks 
during this terrible time that 
they still have to face.”

Each of the monthly team 
meetings has an educational 
portion, talking about the 
importance of mammograms, 
prostate exams, quitt ing 
smoking, etc., and the public 
is encouraged to attend.

For more information 
about the American Cancer 
Society Relay For Life, call 
1-800-234-2345, or visit the 
website at www.cancer.org. 
McGraw can be contacted at 
(706) 835-8384.

Union General Hospital sponsored this Relay For Life Yard 
Sale at the Blairsville Civic Center on Saturday, Feb. 18.

Relay For Life circa 2013, with a team from Coosa United 
Methodist Church.

Mock Trial...from Page 1A

The following students 
earned awards throughout 
the day: 

S o p h o m o r e  L u l u 
Morris, Round 2 Outstanding 
Attorney; sophomore Sahory 
Salazar, Round 2 Outstanding 
Attorney;  junior  Vatsal 
Trivedi, Round 2 Outstanding 
Witness ;  junior  Steven 
Normyle, Championship 
Round Outstanding Attorney; 
sophomore Alex Bailey, 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  R o u n d 
Outstanding Witness; and 
Sen io r  Nick  Atk inson , 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  R o u n d 
Outstanding Witness.

The team would like to 
thank the following individuals 
for their support this season: 

We s l e y  Wi l l i a m s , 

attorney; Rex and Andrea 
Schuette; David Barrett, 
attorney; Lawrence Sorgen, 
attorney; Robert and Lisa 
A t k i n s o n ;  a n d  P e g g y 
Caldwell.

“We'd like to let all our 
supporters know how much we 
appreciate them,” said teacher 
coach Amy Payne. “Whether 
i t ' s  th rough donat ions , 
attending our competitions, or 
simply through encouraging 
words, it's all valuable, and 
our students appreciate it. 

“We're also grateful to 
have a school and community 
that is so supportive of what 
we do. Our courthouse staff 
is so generous with their time 
and facilities, and we are so 
grateful to them.”

As one of the Top 
Eight teams in the state, 
UCHS now advances to the 
State Finals Competition on 
Saturday, March 4, at the 
Gwinnett Justice Center in 
Lawrenceville.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g 
information is from the Georgia 
Mock Trial Competition 
website: 

“Since 1988, teams 
from many of Georgia’s public 
and private high schools, as 
well as several homeschool 
associations, have participated 
in the Georgia High School 
Mock Trial Competition. 

“Coached by volunteer 
attorneys and teachers…
students work together to 
prepare their presentations 
from case materials provided 
by the High School Mock 
Trial Committee.

“In the competition 
phase, students play the roles of 
attorneys and witnesses based 
on the witness statements and 
evidence provided in the case 
materials. 

“Professional attorneys 
or judges serve as the Presiding 
Judges and Evaluators (jury). 

“Teams are evaluated on 
their ability to make a logical, 
cohesive and persuasive 
presentation, rather than on 
the legal merits of the case.

“ A d d i n g  t o  t h e 
a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e 
competition, teams compete 
in actual courtrooms across 
the state, beginning with the 
Regional Competitions. The 
Top Three teams from each 
region advance to the District 
Competitions to vie for a spot 
at the State Finals Competition 
in Lawrenceville.”

Perren...from Page 1A

Southeast runs through. Our 
fiber that we get up here, is 
just as good as you could get in 
Downtown Atlanta.” 

Perren is currently serving 
on the board of directors for the 
North Georgia Network as well. 
According to Perren, he saw that 
position as an opportunity to 
benefit the members of the EMC 
in this area in hopes of reaching 
an agreement to expand the 
fiber optic reach within the 
community. 

“ I  w a n t  t h e  N o r t h 
Georgia Network and the 
EMC to continue to expand 
the opportunities to tie into 
the fiber,” said Perren. “Also, I 
want to use it as a tool to attract 
businesses to come up here.” 

Perren added that the 
BRMEMC is hoping to expand 
the reach of fiber optic internet 
in the near future, and will 
continue to work with North 
Georgia Network to move 
toward doing so. 

In terms of transparency, 
many members in the past have 
felt isolated from the BRMEMC 
Board of Directors, which led to 
mistrust from the membership. 
According to Perren, however, 
the board will once again be 
hosting town halls throughout 
the year to encourage open 
communication between the 
board and the members. 

“One thing that we’re 
doing is, we’re going to have 
the town hall meetings again this 
year,” said Perren. “We’re going 
to go out in the community and 
have the meetings open for 
everyone who wants to come 
in.” 

Added Perren: “Here’s 
the thing, if you act secretive, 
then people are going to think 
you have something to hide. But 
if you say, here it is, and lay it 
out, that’s a whole lot better.” 

Specific dates and times 
for the town hall meetings will 
be publicized closer to each 
meeting’s occurrence.

On the other end of 

the spectrum, Perren is a site 
administrator at the Mountain 
Education Charter High School, 
known by many as the “night 
school.” 

Although many are aware 
of the basic function of the 
night school for students who 
are unable to attend any of the 
county schools, the raw facts of 
the school and the students are 
widely unknown. 

According to Perren, 
many hear night school and 
automatically think this school 
is for those who are continuously 
in trouble and have behavioral 
issues. 

“We serve about 150 
students,” said Perren. “Many 

of those students are from Towns 
County. This is a second chance 
school. Everyone has a reason to 
be there. Some students are there 
because they were homeschooled 
their whole lives and when they 
started public school they just 
weren’t comfortable with that 
many kids. 

“Some of them have to 
work in the daytime to help 
support their families. There are 
others who had dropped out of 
school and they need to come 
back, and they realize they want 
to graduate school. 

“It’s not an alternative 
school. It’s not a school for 
troubled kids. It’s a school for 
people who want to come and 
get a high school diploma. I’m 
proud to say that we have kids 
graduate almost every other 
week.” 

There are 15 sites for the 
Mountain Education Charter 
High School across the region 
that are available for those 
who wish to pursue a high 
school diploma. The location 
in Blairsville was the first of the 
15, which was started by Wade 
Smith in 1993.  

“We have almost 2,000 
students enrolled across these 
15 sites,” said Perren. “These 
are 2,000 kids who, if they 
didn’t have the opportunity, 
would be high school dropouts. 
This is making a huge impact 
on the education here in North 
Georgia.

“We’re really proud 
of the Mountain Education 
Charter High School.”

Perren is also facilities 
and federal programs director 
for Towns County Schools.


